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Murphy planning cuts 
in FY2022 budget 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE — The Holyoke 
City Council discussed the 
FY2022 budget at a special 
meeting last Wednesday night. 

Acting Mayor and Ward 2 
Councilor Terence Murphy said 
he had hoped to avoid a special 
meeting, but needed more time 
to put the draft of the budget 
together. 

Murphy is developing a 
budget for the first time, but 
says he was looking to put who- 
ever is elected mayor in the fall 
in a good position to succeed 
with room for adjustments. 

“It’s been an interesting 
four weeks, hectic four weeks,” 
Murphy said. “I was able to 
meet with all the department 
heads in an effort to discuss 
how we can improve city ser- 
vices. My ultimate goal was to 
present a budget with stability.” 

He also said he wanted 
the new mayor to begin with a 
sound financial footing. 

Murphy is calling for cuts 
to the budget in an effort to 
reduce spending coming off a 
year in which the budget was 
Slashed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and there were also 
plenty of unused funds due to 
school being remote and other 


city services being used less. 


The city as well as the state 


are on the verge of exiting the 
pandemic and Murphy will be 
looking to make the city more 
active in the coming months. 


Murphy discussed the 


sewer budget, and said the bud- 
get has been running at a deficit 
for quite some time. 


During the past few years, 


there has been issues with some 
sewer and water use fees that 
have gone uncollected with 
some residents owing thou- 
sands. There has also been a 
pressing need to raise sewer 
rates so the enterprise fund will 
no longer run at a deficit. 


He said there will be about 


$3 million in cuts, but there is 
still a 2.4% increase in the over- 
all budget this year. 


Councilor Joseph 


McGiverin complimented 
Murphy on completing the 
budget ahead of previous years 
under Mayor Alex Morse. 
Murphy had apologized for tak- 
ing so long to get the budget 
finished. 


Council President Todd 


McGee said budget talks will 
be occurring in the coming 
weeks with the council looking 
to vote on the budget by the end 


See BUDGET, page 5 
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Acting mayor to exit political 
arena at end of term 


Murphy had support 

to make a run, but will 
vacate the seat as well 
as city council seat 
when his term ends 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@gmail.com 


HOLYOKE —- Acting 
Mayor Terrence Murphy 
announced this week he will 
end his political career when 
his time as acting mayor and 
city councilor ends. 

He hosted a press confer- 
ence on Wednesday, May 19 
to announce that he will not 
be running for mayor in the 
upcoming election. 

Murphy will fulfill the role 
for the next few months, but 
will not become a candidate. 
But when he leaves, he will 
also be leaving the city coun- 
cil. He currently serves as the 
Ward 2 councilor. 

“People are starting to 
think I am running and I want 
to make sure they’re aware,” 
Murphy said. “I’m announcing 
that I’m not a candidate and 
I will not be a candidate for 
mayor. I’m here for the next 
six months to get the city in 
the best position positive for 


whoever the next mayor is, and 
I just wanted to clarify that.” 
He said his only agenda is 
the city’s agenda, and he’ll be 
focusing on as many items as 
he can before a new mayor is 
chosen. Although Murphy has 
received a lot of support and 
has been asked to run, he wants 
to make it clear that he will be 
leaving in six months when his 
time as acting mayor is over. 
As he will be acting 
Mayor during the May 29 lift- 
ing of restrictions, Murphy 
touched base on some chang- 
es the city will be seeing. City 
hall will be opening on June 
1, and for the first couple of 
weeks he is requiring people 
to wear masks inside if they 
need to visit the city hall or 
his office. The building will be 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. but they will be locking 
the door at 12 noon for a half- 
hour to allow for a break of 
people and to allow offices 
to be cleaned. There will be 
someone taking names so if 
anything happens, there will be 
contact tracing available. 
When someone asks to 
head to the city clerk’s office 
they will be told if there is 
enough space in the room or to 
wait of there is not. 
“T’m having a meeting 





FAR GEEEEE SHEA: 
Acting Mayor Terence Murphy 
addresses his political future at a 


press conference on Wednesday 
afternoon. Photo by Shelby Macri 


Monday with the employees,” 
Murphy said. “I want to hear 
all their concerns. I want to 
keep the public safe but I want 
my employees to be safe.” 

In addition to the city hall, 
the Holyoke Senior Center will 
be opening on June 7 and the 
Library will be opening June 
14. Murphy stated his concern 
for the safety of the public and 
his employee’s and he kept 
that momentum throughout the 
press conference. 

When asked about city 
activities being held this year, 
Murphy said he would like 
to see places open; like the 


See MAYOR, page 5 





Soldiers’ Home bond bill moves forward 


HOLYOKE -— On Friday, 
May 14, the House-Senate 
Conference Committee appoint- 
ed to reconcile differences 
between versions of the Holyoke 
Soldiers’ Home Bond Bill 
announced that they reached a 
compromise. The final confer- 
ence report authorizes $400 mil- 
lion in bonds for the design and 
construction of a new facility for 
the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke 
and $200 million in general obli- 
gation bonds for Veteran housing 
across the State. 





Senator John C. Velis 
(D-Westfield), who represents 
the Holyoke Soldiers’ Home and 
is Chair of the Joint Committee 
on Veterans and Federal Affairs, 
applauded the Committee for 
their work. 

“From the very start—after 
last year’s tragedy—families 
and friends of veterans reached 
out to me with a very clear mes- 
sage: get this done. The march- 
ing orders were clear, get the 
mission accomplished. From 
listening sessions with fami- 


lies, to standouts at the Home, 
to the vigil that took place last 
month to mark the one anniver- 
sary, this has been a truly long 
and enduring process. We fought 
for this Home reconstruction for 
months,” stated Senator Velis. 

“T want to thank all the 
Veterans, families, and commu- 
nity members who have advo- 
cated alongside me for a new 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home facili- 
ty for so long. We are one step 
closer towards making it a real- 
ity. At the end of the day this 
project is all about the blood, 
sweat and tears of our veter- 
ans and our recognition of the 
need to give them what they 
profoundly deserve. I want to 
thank all of the veterans, veter- 
ans’ families, and fellow law- 
makers who supported me in this 
remarkable process.” 

The State is current- 
ly working towards an Aug. 
1 VA Veterans State Home 
Construction Grant Program 
deadline. DCAMM, the Division 
of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance, cannot begin 
the design process until the 
Bond Bill is signed into law. If 


See SOLDIERS, page 5 





About 44 percent of HPS 
Students remain remote 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - The 
Holyoke School Committee 
received an update on the 
fast-approaching deadline to 
set a budget for the fiscal, as 
well as getting update on the 
return to school. 

There are about 44 per- 
cent of students still not 
attending the Holyoke Public 
Schools in person, despite the 
fact that protocols continue to 
relax and it has been deemed 
safer to return to school 
buildings. 

Holyoke’s Interim 
Receiver/Superintendent 
Anthony Soto started phas- 
ing students back into school 
in late February/early March 
and the governor had set an 
early April date to get stu- 
dents back into school full 
time. 

Less than six percent of 
students came to school early 
in the school year. 

“Today (Monday), was 
a day where we welcomed 


all our high school students 
back,” said Soto. “We’re 
hovering over 50 percent. 
They’re about 50 percent on 
each campus.” 

The numbers are based 
off a return-to-school survey 
that was given out prior to the 
high school return. 

There are more than 50 
percent of students in the 
middle school grades attend- 
ing school, and more than 61 
percent of elementary school 
students. 

Acting Mayor Terence 
Murphy asked if the schools 
have reached out to the 
remaining 44 percent to see 
what the issue with returning 
to in-person learning. He also 
asked w 

“We have surveyed all of 
our parents starting back in 
January,’ said Soto. “This just 
parents opting out and choos- 
ing to stay remote. I think 
that with such little time left 
in the school year, there are 
some parents that are more 
comfortable waiting.” 


See REMOTE page 5 


> In The News 


Originally from Buffalo, 
N.Y., Joe Burger earned his 
Bachelors in Engineering 
Science from the University 
of Detroit in 1967. He was attracted to the pictur- 
esque New England countryside and initially worked 
at Hamilton Standard, focusing on turbomachinery. 
After four exciting years in aerospace, he moved to 
Combustion Engineering’s nuclear power division 
where he acted as a technical lead and served in project 
management and line management roles until retiring in 
2009. All during his engineering career, it was always 
a good day when drawing was required to get a point 
across. 

Joe began to pursue art formally in 2010, begin- 
ning with a series of classic aircraft drawings in pen- 
cil, later expanding to watercolor and pastel medi- 
ums. He has learned from some of the absolute best 
artists in the region, beginning with adult education 
classes and through private lessons and workshops. 
His preferred medium is watercolor, and his works 
are generally in the traditional realistic style. Joe has 
won numerous awards in local exhibits, including two 
Best in Show awards and two first place in Watercolor 
awards in the last few years, the most recent being first 
place Watercolor in the East Granby Public Library’s 
2021 Art Exhibit. He is an active member of several 
art organizations including the Tobacco Valley Artists 
Association, the Arts of Tolland, Agawam Community 
Artists and Artisans, and Academic Artists Association. 
He has conducted workshops on understanding perspec- 
tive, reflections, shadows, and the like, to help other art- 
ists on the road to better paintings. Beginning in 2021, 
he will serve an instructor for Painting in Watercolor 
for Arts Center East in Vernon, Conn. His works can be 
seen on-line or at his home in Broad Brook, Conn. 
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Council this week. Submitted photos 


DAY BROOK VILLAGE - Family Owned T J 
e ia 


SKILLED NURSING 
a) 










& REHABILITATION 
178 INC. | 


oe ee 
tla. ; 





18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce ¢ Hemlock e Cedar e Red, Black & Brown 


We are here to 
provide you the 
support and 
therapy you need, 
to get you back 
to the activities 
you love. 


Find us on: 


Playground e Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil e Seasoned Firewood Ed facebook. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 


DONE RIGHT! 


With products ranging from 
log splitters to lawn mowers, 
DR has what your lawn needs! 
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Our dedicated and compassionate team is ready to provide is 
you or your loved one with the care you need in an enhanced ; 
infection control environment. 


Offerings include: 
_ ° Experienced clinical team ° Long-term inpatient 
© Short-term recovery stays skilled care Higgins Powersports has all the tools you need to make your 
© Physical, Occupational, & ° Respite stays lawn the best it's ever been this Spring. Come see our full line of 
Speech Therapy © Hospice care DR Power Equipment for your lawncare needs! 


Spring Tractor Tune-Up 
Special for only 
$225 + Parts! 


Where friends are our neighbors, 
and our neighbors are our friends. 





ee 298 Jarvis Avenue ® Holyoke, MA 01040 


SENIOR LIVING www.daybrookvillage.org 


A Member of Berkshire Healthcare 


, 4 
Rt. 122, Barre MA 01005 


Call or Text 978-355-6343 
HigginsPowersports.com 





You can trust in us for your care, call 413-538-7551. 





Read The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com 
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Residents sought to 





serve on city boards 


HOLYOKE — Mayor Murphy is 
inviting all Holyoke residents interested 
in serving the City through its boards and 
commissions to send a letter of interest to 
the Mayor’s Office. 

“The City of Holyoke is best served 
when we work together to solve critical 
issues. I extend an invitation to all resi- 
dents to fully engage and participate in 
making our community a better place in 


which to live and work.” Mayor Murphy 
said. “Resident involvement makes City 
Hall more inclusive and responsive to the 
needs of its people while strengthening 
our local government.” 

Furthermore, we ask for community 
input, thoughts, ideas, and concerns that 
residents and businesses wish to offer. 

To submit your letter of interest and 
ideas, email: mayorsoffice @ holyoke.org 





Plant sale set for May 22 


SPRINGFIELD — Saturday, May 22 
is the Springfield Garden Club’s Annual 
Plant Sale from 9 a.m. to 12 noon on the 
campus of the Springfield Museums, 21 
Edwards Street, Springfield. The club 
members are excited to be able to offer a 
wide variety of plants to the public again 
this year, with appropriate COVID-19 
precautions in place. 

A spring tradition and the Club’s 
major scholarship fundraiser, this is not 
the kind of plant sale that focuses on 
re-selling plants from wholesale growers. 
With the exception of a few donations 
from generous area garden centers, these 
plants are from members’ gardens or 
have been grown from seed specifically 
for the sale. 

This is a major fund raiser for our 
scholarship program and a lot of fun for 
club members and our customers alike. 





We love to talk about the plants we are 
offering and, with many experienced gar- 
deners and Master Gardeners among us, 
can offer useful suggestions on which 
plants to buy or answers to some of your 
gardening questions. 

The Springfield Garden Club awards 
an annual scholarship to a graduating 
high school senior, undergraduate or 
graduate college student majoring in a 
full-time plant science or environmental 
studies program, such as horticulture, 
floriculture, landscape design, conser- 
vation, forestry, botany, agronomy, plant 
pathology, environmental control, land 
management or other allied fields. 

Using proceeds from past plant 
sales, the club has given out over 
$70,000 in scholarships to students in 
the last 30 years and we look forward to 
adding to that this year. 





Author to present 
via Zoom 


HOLYOKE - Jacqueline T. Lynch, 
author of Beside the Still Waters, a novel 
based on the four towns demolished to 
create the Quabbin Reservoir, will talk 
on the historical background of the story 
in an online Zoom presentation host- 
ed by the Holyoke Public Library on 
Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 7 p..m. For the 
link to watch the presentation, email: 
mbaron @holyokelibrary.org. 


Jericho tag sale 
this weekend 


HOLYOKE -— Jericho is a 
non-profit organization that benefits 
children and young adults with dis- 
abilities. We are having a “Lifetime 
collection of doll & accessories” tag 
sale May 20 and 21 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. and May 22 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at Jericho, 537 Northhampton St., 
Holyoke. The event will be held rain 
or shine. 


beginning on May 23. 


HOLYOKE - For the first time 
in almost a year St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church of Holyoke will be back inside 
for Sunday worship service! The 
church closed it’s doors in March 2020 
due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The 
church did reopen for about a month 
last summer, however, they shut down 
again when the covid cases began ris- 
ing. Since that time the church used 
zoom for on-line worship services. Just 
recently the church offered an outdoor 
service in the parking lot as a transition 
back to in-person services. The church 
will continue to offer a live Zoom ser- 
vice for their Thursday evening service 
which will be replayed on Sunday for 
those not comfortable yet with coming 
indoors. 





Inthe News ¢ 





IS 


Richard Callahan, Church President, and Tom Wegman, Church Vice-President place 
hymnals back in the pews as St. Peter’s plans to reopen for indoor Sunday service 


Submitted photo 


St. Peter’s Church set to 
resume indoor services 


Although we have had consistent 
opportunities for worship throughout 
the year, Deb Callahan, Co-Chair of 
Outreach, said, “I’m excited to be back 
indoors; to be in this space where we 
have all shared so much together.” 

St. Peter’s invites you to join them 
to celebrate this wonderful day. As part 
of the joyous occasion the church is 
encouraging all members and visitors 
to bring a non-perishable canned item 
to donate to one of our local food pan- 
tries. The church is located at 34 Jarvis 
Street. 

Social distancing and masks will 
be required as we will be singing, pray- 
ing, and talking in unison. Please see 
the website www.stpetersholyoke.org 
for more details. 





Hotel industry to relax mask guidelines as travel begins to expand 


The following is a statement from 
Chip Rogers, president and CEO of the 
American Hotel & Lodging Association, 
on updated face-covering and physical 
distancing guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

“Like all Americans, we are excit- 
ed for a return to normal life, which 
includes travel. The recent CDC guide- 
lines for vaccinated Americans lifting cer- 
tain face-covering restrictions was wel- 
come news and should help speed up a 
much-needed recovery. As an industry, 
our primary concerns have always been 
guest and worker safety. Hotels rose to 
the challenge of the public health cri- 
sis through Safe Stay, an industry-wide 
health and safety initiative established in 


cooperation with AHLA. Throughout the 
pandemic our Safe Stay guidelines con- 
tinued to evolve to align with the current 
environment and CDC guidelines, and the 
same will be true as we work to reopen. 
“In light of the recent CDC 
announcement that fully vaccinated peo- 
ple no longer need to wear a mask or 
physically distance in most settings, our 
Safe Stay guidelines will relax mask 
requirements for guests who are fully 
vaccinated. At this time, we are not 
asking hotels to require proof of vac- 
cination status, but we do ask that all 
guests and workers, vaccinated or not, 
respect and honor these revised guide- 
lines. Unvaccinated guests should wear 
face-coverings at all times and practice 


physical distancing. 

“As we await further direction on 
how CDC guidance applies to business, 
hotel employees - who are the backbone 
of our industry - should continue to wear 
face-coverings indoors for the time being 
and follow local business and workplace 
guidance. For vaccinated employees 
working outside, or not in close contact 
with others, our guidelines will permit 
hotels to implement protocols easing 
face-covering requirements. Of course, 
all hotels are required to follow state and 
local requirements which may go beyond 
what is recommended by the CDC. 

“The COVID-19 vaccine provides 
our nation and our industry hope for 
recovery after a devastating year. But, 


we expect further guidance from the CDC 
and public health experts to support our 
efforts to ensure the safety of our work- 
force, guests and the general public. 

“In this spirit, as an industry we sup- 
port innovative solutions to encourage our 
workforce and guests to get vaccinated, 
and call on all Americans to be vaccinat- 
ed before removing face-coverings. 

“Moving into the next stages of 
recovery and as vaccination rates contin- 
ue to increase, we will carefully consider 
all new guidance in accordance with all 
applicable federal, state, local, tribal, or 
territorial laws, rules and regulations. In 
the meantime, Safe Stay’s rigorous health 
and safety protocols will continue to help 
support peace of mind for travelers.” 





Parks and Recreation announces spaces available for 


HOLYOKE -— The Holyoke Parks 
and Recreation Department is hold- 
ing American Red Cross Lifeguard 
Certification and Re-Certification 
Classes. 

Lifeguard Certification Class 

e Classes will be held on May 22 & 
June 5 

e Classes will run from 8:00 a.m. — 
4:30 p.m. 

¢ 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. ~ Class 
will be held at the War Memorial 


Building for CPR/First Aid Instruction 

e 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. ~ Class 
will be held at the Holyoke High School 
Swimming Pool for Lifeguard Training 

e All participants must be 16 years 
old 

e Must pass a pre-skills test at the 
start of class 

¢ $150 for Holyoke Residents 

¢ $225 for non-residents 

e Participants only need to attend 
one class 


Lifeguard Re-Certification Class 


e Classes will be held on May 22 & 
June 5 

e Classes will run from 8:00 a.m. — 
4:30 p.m. 

e Update your skills while also 
extending your certification for another 
two years 

¢ 8:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. Class will 
be held at the War Memorial Building for 
CPR/First Aid Instruction 


lifeguard courses 


e 12:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m. Class will 
be held at the Holyoke High School 
Swimming Pool for Lifeguard Training 

¢ $100 for Holyoke Residents 

¢ $200 for non-residents 

e Participants only need to attend 
one class 

Participants must register and be 
paid in full before attending the class. 
Please register at the Holyoke Parks and 
Recreation Department, 413-322-5620. 
Limited space available. 
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plots for the girls and I, last sum- 
mer in particular we really got into 
picking big, beautiful bouquets 
for the house. One flower that did 
particularly well for us was the 
dahlia. I had four varieties total in 
varying sizes and color, and boy 
did these add a lot to the vase. I 
enjoyed harvesting them so much 
that I invested in a sampler pack 
from Old House Gardens mail order company, 
as well as another couple varieties from local 
growers. I can’t wait to be surprised by what 
is in my sample pack. 

Today was the designated day to plant 
them. I was a little nervous because the soil 
temperatures have only begun to warm up, but 
I had the time so I did it and will pray for the 
best. Sometimes you just have to do what you 
have to do! Read on to learn about this unique 
flower. 

Dahlias are not hardy in our area. For 
that reason we wait until the danger of frost 
has passed to plant them. They can be started 
from seeds but most are grown from tubers 
of a named variety that was purchased from 
a nursery or mail order company. According 
to one source, there are some 50,000 named 
dahlia varieties! Flowers can vary in size from 
mignon singles that are a mere 2 inches across 
to AA size which grow over 10 inches wide. 

Plant heights vary as well, ranging from 
six inches to 20 feet tall! Six different size 
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Small varieties make especially 
good bedding plants, mixing well 
with other annual and perennial 
garden flowers. Large flowered 
types are suitable “specimen” 
plants that stand well on their own 
in nearly any gardening situation. 
All are great and long-lasting cut 
flowers. 

Dahlias have the reputation of 
being “high maintenance,’ probably because 
they need to be staked and pinched. They are 
also prone to insect and disease problems. 
None of this should dissuade you from grow- 
ing them, however. Plant dahlias in full sun in 
fertile soil amended sparingly with compost 
and organic fertilizers. Most tubers are plant- 
ed about three inches deep and one to three 
feet away from one another, depending on 
plant size. Providing enough air circulation 
between plants will help keep diseases at bay. 

Most gardeners install a stake at planting 
time and attach the dahlia to it as it grows, 
beginning when it is a foot tall. Subsequent 
ties are made every 18 inches or so depending 
on variety. Without the use of stakes, large 
flowers will likely topple in the wind and rain, 
sometimes taking a good portion of the plant 
with it. 

Pinching dahlias is another good practice. 
When the plant has three sets of leaves gently 
remove its growth tip. This will encourage 
more branching and inevitably more flowers. 


Once blooming starts, it is important to cut 
away spent blooms on a regular basis; tubers 
will grow stronger because of it. Dahlias 
thrive on sufficient moisture, especially since 
they are shallow rooted. Furnish them with 
one inch per week during active growth. As 
the growing season draws to a close, hold 
back on water and any supplemental fertiliza- 
tion you have been providing. This will give 
the tubers a chance to harden off before they 
are removed from the ground. 

Dig up dahlia tubers either just prior to or 
soon after frost hits. Leave a small portion of 
stem attached to the tubers; it is a great place 
to adhere a label. Take it from me, it is easy 
to forget a name over the winter months! Soil 
should be eased off the tubers with a spray 
of water before placing in storage. Choose a 
location to overwinter your tubers that main- 
tain 40 to 50 degrees temps and 90% humid- 
ity. These conditions will keep them dormant 
and healthy until it is time to replant. Many 
people have good luck using a cold basement 
or root cellar; small quantities of tubers can 
be stored in the crisper drawer of the refrig- 
erator. Placing tubers in damp peat moss, 
saw dust, shredded leaves or even ventilated 
plastic bags will help to prevent shriveling. Be 
sure to check on your tubers every couple of 
weeks throughout the offseason. Should you 
see shriveling, mist them with clean water and 
re-dampen the medium in which they were 
placed. If you see mold, bring down the tem- 
perature and humidity level. 


See GARDEN page 5 





What is the best time to claim Social Security? 


SOCIAL to. If you are married and die first, 
By Russell Gloor SECURITY that will also provide your widow 
MATTERS with a higher benefit as your survi- 


ear Rusty: I will be 64 in 
[= of this year, and Id like to know 
the best time to claim Social Security. 

Signed: Anxious to Retire 

Dear Anxious: First, please understand 
that there is no one “best time” to claim your 
Social Security benefit, because when you 
should claim depends upon several factors, 
such as: 

e Your current health 

e Your life expectancy 

e Your immediate financial need 

¢ Whether you are married 

¢ Whether you are still working 

When you should claim also depends 
upon your personal benefit goals. For exam- 
ple, if you wish to maximize your month- 
ly Social Security benefit amount, you can 
best do that by simply waiting until age 70 
to claim. For each full year you delay past 
your full retirement age (FRA), your Social 
Security benefit will grow by 8%, up to age 
70 when you get the maximum you're entitled 
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vor if your wife’s own benefit is less 
than yours. But waiting until age 70 to maxi- 
mize isn’t for everyone. 
If you are in poor health and don’t expect 
to enjoy at least average longevity (about 84 
for a man your age now), then claiming earlier 
would be prudent. But claiming earlier also 
means a smaller benefit. Your full retirement 
age (FRA) is when you get 100% of the ben- 
efit you’ve earned from a lifetime of working. 
Your FRA is 66 % and if you wait longer 
than that you will earn Delayed Retirement 
Credits (DRCs) of .667% for each full month 
you delay. That means that if you delay until 
70, your Social Security benefit will be 28% 
more than it would be at your FRA. But if 
you claim before you have reached your FRA, 
your benefit amount will be permanently 
reduced by .556% for each full month earlier 
than your FRA that you claim. If, for exam- 
ple, you claim your Social Security to start at 
age 64, your benefit will be cut by about 17% 
from what you’d get by waiting until your 
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FRA to claim. And, if you are married, that 
smaller benefit is what your widow’s survivor 
benefit would be based upon if you die first. 

Anytime Social Security benefits are 
claimed before you have reached your full 
retirement age, you are subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test” which, if you are 
working, limits how much you can earn 
before Social Security takes back some of 
your benefits. For 2021, the annual earnings 
limit is $18,960, and if that is exceeded, they 
will take back benefits equal to $1 for every 
$2 you are over the limit. The earnings test 
applies until you reach your FRA, after which 
there is no longer a limit to how much you 
can earn. In your specific situation, if you 
were to claim for your benefits to start mid- 
year (e.g., in May at age 64), you would be 
subject to a monthly earnings limit of $1,580 
for the remaining months of 2021, and if 
you exceed that monthly limit in any month, 
you won’t be entitled to any benefits for that 
month. Then in 2022 you'll be subject to the 
annual limit, which isn’t yet published but 
will be slightly more than the 2021 limit. 

Exceeding the earnings limit means that 
Social Security will make you repay some of 
your benefits and, unless you make special 
arrangements to do otherwise, they will with- 
hold future benefits until they recover what 
you owe. That means going without benefits 
for some months, and if you have a spouse or 
other dependent(s) collecting on your record, 
their benefits will also be suspended for that 
amount of time. 

So, aS you can see there is no one simple 
answer to your question of when the best time 
is to claim Social Security. But a careful look 
at your personal circumstances relative to the 
above information should help you make that 
decision. 

This article is intended for informa- 
tion purposes only and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or any other 
governmental entity. To submit a question, 
visit our website (amacfoundation.org/pro- 
grams/social-security-advisory) or email us at 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 
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OF NOTE 


“Tt needs 
to be said 
and heard. 
Its okay 
to be 
who you are.” 


Hailee Steinfeld 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


MA YOR , from page 1 


Holyoke pool and water park or fire- 
works for Independence Day. However, 
he wants to take the necessary precau- 
tions while re-opening things. 

Murphy does not want to have a 
situation where the spread of the virus 
is possible. He wants to see some things 
open or events done, but only if it’s 
done safely. He mentioned there are 
no current plans for the Fourth of July, 
but that if there’s a way to hold a small 
and safe event, he would like to see that 
be done. Late Wednesday, Springfield 
announced it would hold a fireworks 
display for the holiday after previously 


canceling the event. 

Murphy spoke about trying to help 
local businesses re-open and mentioned 
that he’s having a meeting with the 
Children’s Museum and the Volleyball 
Hall of Fame to talk about how to 
re-open and what help he can provide. 
Murphy also spoke on doing as many 
things for the city as he can, like helping 
with outdoor activities for kids, as he 
feels kids are inside too much and need 
to get outside and socialize more. He 
also mentioned working with the city and 
state police on recent issues with dirty 
bikes and dangerous driving. Factors that 
will help the city in the long term, and 
will help the new mayor coming in. 





REMOTE, from page 1 


Soto is proud of how the Holyoke 
Public Schools have handled the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Cases have been 
few and far between. 

“Our protocols have allowed us to 
contain every case that we have had,” 
said Soto. “But some parents have just 
chosen to stay remote at this point.” 

Soto said it is possible the high 
school numbers will increase. 

Vice Chairman Devin Sheehan said 
there were disproportionate percentages 
of parents wanting to send their stu- 
dents into Kelly School, saying it had 
the worst percentage of students attend- 
ing classes in person. 

Soto apologized to Sheehan, saying 
it was an error. 


a 


“We actually coded the fourth and 
fifth graders wrong, saying they were 
all remote,’ he said. “The numbers are 
actually a lot closer to the rest of the 
schools.” 

The information has since been cor- 
rected, Soto said. 

School Committee member William 
Collarmore said he wanted to see if the 
schools can reach out to parents and 
assist with the vaccination process in 
order to help get students back into 
school. 

Soto said it was not necessarily a 
school function, but the schools have 
helped families by giving them informa- 
tion about vaccination opportunities. 

“Holyoke Health Center has done 
an amazing job creating opportunities 
for families to get vaccinated,” said 
Soto. 
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B UD GE L from page 1 


of June to start the next fiscal year on 
July 1. 

McGiverin also asked Murphy if 
any stimulus funds were used as revenue 
for the FY22 budget. Murphy said no. 
Holyoke received $74 million in funding 
for the city and its public schools. 

Murphy said he attended a webi- 
nar regarding the stimulus money and 


Inthe News ¢ 


learned Holyoke would be receiving less 
money from the federal government. 
Originally, the city portion of the funds 
was about $32 million, and now it will 
be $29.8 million. He said the webinar 
also included instruction about how the 
funds can be used. 

Hard copies of the budget were not 
available at the May 12 meeting, but 
were scheduled to be sent out at the end 
of last week. 





S OLDIE R S, from page 1 


the August Ist deadline is met, the state 
would be eligible to receive 65% feder- 
al reimbursement for the $400 million 
Holyoke Soldiers’ Home reconstruction 
project. 


Now that differences between the 
Senate and House bills have been rec- 
onciled, the Conference Committee 
report will head back to each Chamber 
for an acceptance and enactment 
vote. If enacted, it will then go to the 
Governor’s desk to be signed into law. 





GAR DE N, from page 4 


Some dahlias like to get a jump- 
start on the season by prestarting dahl- 
ias indoors. We have done this occa- 
sionally at Old Sturbridge Village, and 
I am always amazed at just how fast 
the plants grow, and how quickly they 
outgrow their pots and become leggy. If 
you attempt it, four weeks prior to the 
last spring frost would be soon enough. 

It’s my hope that you will venture 
into the land of dahlia growing and love 
it as much as I do! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the 


Hy 


Join us for an 
in-person seminar: 


Accessing 


position of staff horticulturalist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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Veterans Benefits 


WITH ELDER RESOURCE BENEFITS CONSULTING 


Wednesday, May 26th or Thursday, May 27th 
12:00pm-1:30pm (lunch will be served) 
5:00pm-6:30pm (dinner will be served) 


Select the session that works best for you. 



























CLUES ACROSS property lution tool (abbr.) 29. Tyrant 

1. Prevents harm to 33. Male aristocrat 2. Type of school 34, Unit of electrical Learn about the resources available for veterans and their spouses 
young 38. For each 3. Formal close (music) resistance to bridge the gap in paying for senior housing: 

5. ‘Losing My Religion” 41. More fidgety 4. Transmits high 35. A history of one’s life 
rockers 43. Very happy voltage 36. Actor DiCaprio e Aid and Attendance Pension: up to $2,295/month if you qualify 

8. Partner to pan 45, A place to store info 5.Awaytooccupya 37. Seaeagle e Military, health and financial criteria 

11. Cavalry unit 47. Helps to heal certain area 39. Avoiding being ; 

13. Peyton’s little brother 49. 12th month (abbr.) 6. Draws out caught * Required matenials to get started 

14. Mexican dish 50. Broad, shallow 7. His Airness 40. de Mornay, Both sessions will be held outside in our heated tent* 

15. Disseminates info to craters 8. Nocturnal rodents actress 
the public 55. Nocturnal S.Ameri- 9. South American 41. Belonging to a thing : F 

16. Set an animal on can rodent plants 42. Not us Kindly RSVP at www.RSVPDayBrookVillage.org 

17. Canadian flyers 56. Frost 10. Homestead 44. Motorcars or call Lynn at 413-561-7958 by May 20th. 


18. Elongated mouths of 57. Ethiopian town 12. Bland or semiliquid 45. Capital of Bangla- 
anthropods 59. Curved shapes food desh 

20. | (German) 60. Company that rings 14. Forest resident 46, Ancient Greek 

21. Opposite of west receipts 19. The body needs it sophist 


Don't Miss Our Exclusive Event Attendee Savings!” 


*Day Brook Village is COVID-19-free as of 4/30/21. As safety is our #1 priority, all in-person sessions will follow CDC and 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health guidelines. Number of guests will be limited to allow for proper social 


22. Glows 61. Spiritual leader 23. Atomic mass unit 47. Practice boxing ree Cae eee eee ng a 
25. Measures how 62. Sheep native to (abbr.) 48, Grant, actor “Extra savings applied to move ins before 7/31/2021. 
quickly a car moves Sweden 24. Spell 51. Swiss river 
30. One who has gained 63. Cars need it 25. Relaxing place 52. 9. oudan river 
wealth 64. Partner to relaxation 26. Political fundraising 53. A bumpkin 
31, Patti Hearst’s tool 54. One point south of 298 Jarvis Avenue 
captors CLUES DOWN 27. Make a mistake southwest DAY BROOK Holyoke, MA 01040 


VILLAGE 


SENIOR LIVING 


A Member of Berkshire Healthcare 


32. Extensive landed 1. Scientist's high-reso- 28. Partner to Adam 98. Small island (British) = El a ore 


We're Perfecting the Art of Superior Care. 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9 
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Donations are rolling in for the Wright Flight program. 


Submitted photo 


House earmarks $50K for new 
manufacturing program at HCC 


HOLYOKE — Throughout March 
and April, funds have been sought in 
the effort to bring the Northampton 
Airport Wright Flight program to 
Holyoke youth. We are very excited 
to announce that the funds have been 
raised. 

Not only have we been able to 
raise the money, new partnerships 
were formed to achieve greater collab- 
oration and impact. Vet Air is thrilled 
to be partnering with the Holyoke 
Public Schools and the Holyoke Boys 
and Girls Club to help our youth 
explore and cultivate interest in avia- 


Ya J 


tion through the Northampton Airport 
Wright Flight curriculum. Northampton 
Airport Wright Flight is a volunteer 
organization based out of Northampton 
Airport in Northampton, MA. This is 
an Aviation STEM program designed to 
get youth interested in the world of avi- 
ation at an early age, by exploring the 
history and future of aviation, its global 
impact and the variety of careers in the 
aviation industry. Thanks to the gener- 
ous donations of our community and 
new community partnerships, soon we 
will rollout a program in Holyoke that 
has the ability to change a life forever. 


‘DEADLINES 


In observance of Memorial Day, 
there will be an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE 
To advertise, 
lace your ad no later than NOON 


Friday, May 28 


— Thank you! 
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USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONE-IN ASSORTED 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SIRLOIN 





USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF 
STRIPLOIN 
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0 MEAT OUTLET 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CHICKEN LEGS 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


Department of Children and 
Families seeks volunteers 


REGION -— Volunteers are need- 
ed from Western Massachusetts to help 
review cases involving children who are 
placed in the custody of the state. 

The Foster Care Review Unit makes 
decisions regarding children who are 
placed in foster care for six months or 
longer, assessing how well their needs 
are being met and what progress has 
been made toward establishing them 
in a permanent living situation. A 
Volunteer from the Community is one 


member of the three-person panels that 
make these decisions. 

Foster Care Reviews typically last 
30 to 90 minutes and are being con- 
ducted remotely during the pandem- 
ic. Volunteers need to be 18 years or 
older and must participate in pre-ser- 
vice training that is currently being 
conducted remotely. For an application 
and further information, please contact 
Lashanda Stone at Lashanda.Stone @ 
Mass.Gov. 


Registration open for free STCC 
summer STEM-learning program 


SPRINGFIELD —- Springfield 
Technical Community College has 
opened registration for its free STEM 
Starter Academy’s Summer Bridge pro- 
gram which runs July 5 through Aug. 
IZ; 

Incoming students pursuing a 
STEM major (science, technology, engi- 
neering or math) and who are accepted 
into the program can earn free college 
credits and a $500 stipend upon suc- 
cessful participation and completion. 

The deadline to apply is June 11. 
Applicants must meet the following 
requirements: 

e Massachusetts high school gradu- 
ate class of 2019, 2020 or 2021 

e Massachusetts resident 

¢ Incoming STEM major student 
registered for fall 2021 classes 

¢ GPA of 2.7 or above 

e Submit a STEM Starter Academy 
application with transcript 

“This is a terrific opportunity for 
incoming fall 2021 students registered 


in a STEM major to get a jumpstart 
to their first semester on campus,” 
said Reena Randhir, director of STEM 
Starter Academy. “Students in the 
Bridge program will have a chance to 
complete their first math and first-year 
experience class tuition free and enjoy 
other benefits that will enrich their 
STCC experience.” 

Other benefits include free supplies, 
tutoring, peer-mentoring, and advising 
which will be continued until students 
graduate or transfer. 

To keep students, staff and faculty 
safe during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the summer program will be held vir- 
tually. 

For additional information and to 
apply, visit stcc.edu/bridge. Questions? 
Contact Reena Randhir, director of 
STEM Starter Academy, at rrandhir@ 
stcc.edu or (413) 755-4576. 

Interested in applying to STCC? 
Visit stcc.edu/apply or call Admissions 
at (413) 755-3333. 





WSU to offer SAT 


Online Summer 


Institute for high school students 


WESTFIELD —Westfield State 
University will offer multiple sessions 
of its SAT Online Summer Institute for 
high school students, starting June 14. 

In partnership with Educational 
Testing Consultants Inc., the SAT Online 
Summer Institute provides 20 hours of 
live, online instruction offered in multi- 
ple formats, including a condensed two- 
week session. Multiple sessions will be 
held, making it convenient for students 
to choose the time and format that works 
best for them to study and develop the 
essential test-taking skills needed to do 


well on the exam. Students receive an 
in-depth review of the exam content, 
strategies for improving their scores, and 
a comprehensive study plan. 

The cost of the SAT Online Summer 
Institute is $499, which includes all 
books and materials as well as access 
to online resources through the end of 
the year. For more information, con- 
tact Brandon Fredette at bfredette@ 
westfield.ma.edu or 413-572-8033. To 
register online for any of the available 
sessions, visit www.westfield.ma.edu/ 
testprep. 
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AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & ers Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 


State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 


Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. DebianD.M.D. =» John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. ¢ Robert J. Liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available and 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 


FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF 
SIRLOIN STEAKS 


CUTLETS rise? foo 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


PORK SHOULDER 
PICNIC sustsnsstssinnn > 3 


COOKED CORNED BEEF... iy 


GREAT ON THE GRILLS@ 


USDA INSP STORE MADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ... °° 1 


USDA INSP STORE AMDE ITALIAN MARINATED 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST....: 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 


BONELESS BLADE STEAKS ......° 


CHICKEN 
DRUMSTICKS re ccm Ab 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CORNISH 
GAME HENS rinse 


USDA INSP. FRESH AMERICAN 
LAMB RIB CHOPS ...sissi 


£90 Meat Outlet & Iikgeaeetcatie 


Springfield 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


Oldies from The Estate 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
90% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


5 LB 
$459 BAG 


SALE DATES: 
9/20/21 - 5/26/21 


i") =a = 15) ar. 3 
ALL TYPES OF STUFF 
FROM A TO Z. 


Call Bill or Beth 
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard 
543-6065 
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Knights drop 
decision to Tigers 








By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


SOUTH HADLEY - South 
Hadley varsity softball coach 
Jess Nelson has known the 
eight seniors on this year’s team 
since they were eighth graders. 

The Lady Tigers celebrated 
senior night with a 16-10 victo- 
ry over rival Holyoke under the 
bright lights at Beachgrounds 
Park in South Hadley, last 
Tuesday, May 11. It was the 
Lady Tigers first win of the reg- 
ular season. 

“The longer that I’ve been 
coaching the varsity softball 
team, the more emotional senior 
night gets for me,’ Nelson said. 
“We’ve traditionally faced 
Holyoke on senior night and 
it has turned into a very good 
rivalry game for us.” 

The eight South Hadley 
seniors, who were honored 
during a pregame ceremony, 
are Emily Bartusewich, Molly 
Goshea, Kate Kretchmar, 


Es sports@turley.com 





Belle McCallum, Vanessa 
Plamondon, Aisley Poirier, 
Maddi Rainaud, and Kelsey 
Stewart. 

“When the seniors were in 
the eighth grade, we received 
a waiver that allowed them to 
play for the junior varsity soft- 
ball team. A few of them also 
had older sisters who played 
softball for me. Every senior 
class is really special to me.” 

It was the Lady Tigers only 
home night game of the regular 
season at Beachgrounds Park. 

“We normally play a cou- 
ple of night games at this field, 
but we’re only playing one 
night game at this field this 
year,’ Nelson said. “My play- 
ers really enjoy playing night 
games in front of their family 
and friends. It’s more of a stadi- 
um like atmosphere here.” 

South Hadley (1-1) scored 
at least one run in all six 
innings that they batted. 

Goshea, who’s the Lady 
Tigers starting shortstop is plan- 
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Jenialis Camacho tags out the runner sliding into third base. 


ning to play softball and soccer 
at Elms College next year. She 
only had one base hit on senior 
night, but she reached base a 
total of four times. 

“A couple of our for- 
mer players have played col- 
lege softball in the past, which 


is really special,’ Nelson said. 
“We do have a good group of 
kids on this year’s team.” 

One of the South Hadley 
underclassmen, who played 
a key role in the victo- 
ry, was freshman leftfielder 


Jenna Bobrowski. 


She had a 


Photo by Kara Walsh-Vey 


team-leading three base hits and 
scored four runs from the lead- 
off spot. South Hadley junior 
Kelli Vey, who was a defensive 
replacement, knocked home 
two runs with a single to left in 


See SOFTBALL, page 8 





Santaniello makes impact in Mutiny’s return 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


LUDLOW -— Most college 
students will usually chill out 
for the rest of the day after tak- 
ing a final exam. 

That’s not exactly what 
Laura Gouvin, who lives in 
Monson, did after taking a 
Spanish final at Boston College 
last Saturday afternoon. 

After finishing the last 
exam of her freshman year, 
Gouvin drove about 80 miles 
west on the Mass. Pike. She 
arrived at historic Lusitano 
Stadium in Ludlow about ten 
minutes prior to the start of the 
New England Mutiny’s sea- 
son opening match versus the 





Hope Santaniello, of Agawam, 
scored in the season opener. 


Boston Scorpions S.C., who are 
first-year member of the United 
Women’s Soccer League. 

The Scorpions stunned 
the Mutiny by scoring a pair of 
goals during the first ten min- 
utes and they held onto the lead 
for the next 65 minutes. 

Gouvin, who’s a midfield- 
er, assisted on the Mutiny’s first 
goal of the season which was 
scored by Agawam native Hope 
Santaniello, who’s a forward, 
during the 76th minute. 

A minute later, Melina 
Couzis, who was a senior 
defender on the UConn wom- 
en’s soccer team this past 
spring, netted the equalizer for 
the Mutiny and the match ended 
in a 2-2 draw. 


Lauren Berman looks to switch up 
her feet. Photos by David Henry 


“Even though I only played 
a couple of games for the 
Mutiny in 2019, I really love 
being a member of this soccer 
club,” said Gouvin. “This sta- 
dium is very close to my home- 
town and I’m really looking for- 
ward to playing a full season 
with the Mutiny this year.” 

Gouvin and several of 
her teammates have never lost 
a regular season match while 
wearing a Mutiny uniform. The 
last time they suffered a regu- 
lar season loss was during 2018 
season. The Mutiny played their 
home matches at several dif- 
ferent fields that season before 
moving into Lusitano Stadium 


See MUTINY, page & 


Laura Govin, of Monson, tries to 
advance the ball up the field. 





Buffone captures 
first win of season 


WINCHESTER, N.H. 
— Ricky Whipple romped to 
victory in the 57-lap John 
Zellman Memorial Pure 
Stock feature Saturday, May 
8, at Monadnock Speedway, 
however in post-race inspec- 
tion, Davis was awarded the 
win. 

Cam Curtis flexed 
his muscles to top the Late 
Model Sportsman main, with 
Chris Buffone taking no pris- 
oners en route to the Street 
Stock victory. 

Mini Stock ace Gordon 
Farmum earned his first 
victory lap of the sea- 
son Saturday, while Six 
Shooter powerhouse Dustin 
Thibodeau’s first career out- 
ing on the high banks netted 
him the win, and Jake Bosse 
was victorious for the second 
week in a row in the Young 
Guns. 

Pure Stock powerhouses 
Chris Davis and Kodi Sabins 
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led the 21-car field to begin 
the 57-lapper, which would 
sail by in breakneck fashion, 
as all 57-circuits around the 
high banks were run without 
cautions. Davis was the man 
on the point for the first 23 
go-rounds. 

But while Davis was 
fast, Ricky Whipple was on 
a rail. Dropping Davis to 
second on lap 24, he then 
sped away and hid. Sabins, 
a distant second with the 
white flag in the air, sud- 
denly coasted to a stop in 
the infield, handing the run- 
ner-up spot back to Davis, 
with former Modsman Joey 
Jarvis completing his charge 
from row five to finish third. 
(in post-race inspection the 
official top three were Chris 
Davies, Joey Jarvis and JD 
Stockwell). 

Robert Hagar led early 


See RACING, page 8 





Chris Buffone, of Belchertown, picked up a win in the 25-lap Street 


Stock event May 8 at Monadnock Speedway. 


Submitted photo 
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the bottom of the sixth. The score was 
tied 9-9 entering that frame, but the Lady 
Tigers wound up scoring seven runs in 
their final at-bats of the game. 

“We were able to stay into tonight’s 
game mentally, which was a very 
important thing,’ Nelson said. “We just 
kept battling in tonight’s game and were 
able to score at least one run in each 
inning.” 

Rainaud, a lefty, was the winning 
pitcher for South Hadley. She allowed 
10 runs on 9 base hits with 5 strikeouts 
and 5 walks. 


The Purple Knights (0-2) also 
entered the contest looking to celebrate 
their first win in two years. 

“We’re a young team this year and 
we just kept battling back throughout 
the game,” said first-year Holyoke head 
coach Josh Dupuis. “We did get a little 
bit tired in the late innings and they took 
advantage of it. We’re looking forward to 
playing South Hadley a couple of more 
times this season.” 

The seniors listed on the Holyoke 
varsity softball roster are Keliah 
Thomas, Nisha Tabin, Sam Authier, and 
Nathaliemalee Vazquez. 

Junior right-hander Alysha 


Izquierdo, who was the losing pitch- 
er, didn’t receive very much help from 
her defense which made a total of eight 
errors. 

“T thought Alysha did a great job,” 
Dupuis said. “She didn’t get very much 
support from the defense.” 

The Purple Knights scored a run in 
six of the seven innings that they batted. 

Izquierdo helped herself at the plate 
with two base hits and she scored a pair 
of runs. 

Sophomore third baseman Jenialis 
Camacho and junior second baseman 
Desirae Darkwah also contributed two 
hits apiece for the visiting team. 


Holyoke, who were trailing 4-3 
entering the top of the third inning, 
scored three runs in that frame and took 
a 7-4 lead. Two of the Purple Knights 
runs crossed the plate on a flair single 
into shallow right field by Camacho. 

The Lady Tigers, who scored sin- 
gle runs in the third and fourth innings, 
retook the lead again at 9-8 in the bottom 
of the fifth with the help of a couple of 
costly mistakes made by the Holyoke 
defensive. 

With one-out in the top of the sixth, 
Izquierdo hit a sacrifice fly to right and 
Authier, who doubled was able to score 
the tying run from second base. 





RA Cl N G, from page 7 


and often in the LMS 25-lapper but, on 
this night, teen star Cam Curtis had the 
hot hand. Curtis dropped Hagar to sec- 
ond on lap 18 and pulled away. 

Hagar finished strong, though, sail- 
ing to the runner-up finish ahead of the 
Bay State Curtis twins, Chase and Jaret. 
Cole Littlewood was fifth. 

Chris Buffone, who’d struggled on 
opening night, put all his ills behind him 
Saturday. Starting up front, he led all the 
way in the 25-lap Street Stock feature to 
finish well ahead of strong and steady 
runner-up Nathan Wenzel. 

Alstead, N.H. hot shoe Rupert 
Murdoch came home third, just ahead 
of Hillary Renaud and Tim Wenzel. 
Opening night winner Tommy 
O’Sullivan — Buffone’s uncle — took the 
night off. 

In the Mini Stocks, it was four-ho- 
ler star Gordon Farnum leading all the 
way. Opening night winner Ray King 
kept Farnum in sight but had no answer 
for the Fitzwilliam hot shoe. Kevin 
Cormier came home third, just ahead of 
Louie Maher and division rookie Mike 
Douglas. 

Travis Hollis led the first 21 laps 
of the Six Shooter main, but Claremont 
kingpin Dustin Thibodeau, in his 
first-ever Monadnock run, used the high 
groove to finally take control and top the 
division’s first feature race of the season. 
It was Thibodeau’s second victory of the 
weekend. 

Hollis was strong in second, with 
Brandon Mailhot steady for third. Hollis 
and Mailhot were the earlier qualifying 
race winners. 

Jake Bosse made it two in a row 
in the novice Young Guns. Fast Eddie 
Petruskevicius earned the runner-up 
hardware, with Jeff Moffat third. 
Leile1 Daniels won Saturday’s Young 


Gun heat race. 

Monadnock Speedway will return to 
action next Saturday, May 15, with a full 
card of NHSTRA racing, featuring the 
mighty Modifieds’ third outing of the 
season.. For more information, please 
visit www.monadnockspeedway.com. 


Monadnock Speedway May 8 
results: 

Street Stocks: Christopher Buffone, 
Nathan Wenzel, 88-Hillary Renaud, 
Timothy Wenzel, Paul Smith, Nathaniel 
Nunez, Keith Johnson, Isabella Michella 

Late Model Sportsman: Camdyn 
Curtis, Robert Hagar, Chase Curtis, Jaret 
Curtis, Justin Litthewood, Austin Brehio, 
Tyler Lescord, Cole Littlewood, William 
Kuhn, Kevin Vaudrien, Nancy Muni 
Ruot, Daniel Comeau, Rocky Smith, 
Ryan Currier, Scott Beck 

Mini Stocks: Gordon Farnum, 
Raymond King, Kevin Cormier, Louie 
Maher, Michael Douglas, Ethan Marsh, 
Jeff Asselin, Kevin McKnight, William 
Chaffee, Trevor Carey, Patrick Houle 
, Jake Puchalski, Matthew Lambert, 
Adam Sprague, Tim LeBlanc, Josh 
Wright, Kevin Clayton 

Young Guns: Jake Bosse, Edward 
Petruskevicius, Jeffrey Moffat Jr, Leilei 
Daniels, Aaliyah Tacy 

Six Shooters: Dustin Thibodeau, 
Travis Hollins, Brandon Mailhot, 
Chris Hadley, Micheal Yeaton, Bucky 
Thibodeau, Maxwell Chaput, Jeremy 
Blood, Chooch Snide[, Paul Colburn, 
John Thibodeau 

Pure Stocks: Chris Davis, Joseph 
Jarvis, JD Stockwell, Jason LeRay, 
David Stone Jr, Kodi Sabins, Jake 
Bosse, Ken LaFont, Cory Lofland, 
Damien Houle, James Zellman Sr, 
Brittany Patnode, Brianna Patnode, 
Ryan Lawliss, James Zellman, Kyle 
Robinson Newell, Nicholas Houle, Chris 
Higbee, Carter Chamberlin, William 
Graham. 
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DEADLINES 


In observance of Memorial Day, 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
EARLY AD DEADLINE 
lace your public notice 
no later than NOON 


Friday, May 28 


- Thank you! 











Ludlow’s Ela Kopec kicks the ball away. 


M U TIN y from page 7 


at the start of the 2019 campaign. 

“This stadium is the best home 
field in our entire league,” said sec- 
ond-year Mutiny head coach Jeb 
Booth. “No other team has the same 
type of soccer culture that we do 
here. It’s a little disappointing that the 
concession building wasn’t open yet 
because we can’t socialize with the 
players and their families following the 
match. It’s all about the relationship 
with me.” 

The Mutiny finished the 2019 reg- 
ular season with an 8-0-2 mark before 
falling to the Lancaster Inferno in the 
U.W.S. Eastern Conference Finals. 
The Mutiny players waited more than 
670 days before playing another match 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Booth wasn’t very concerned after 
watching his team fall behind by two 
goals early in the match. 

“T always believe that we will win 
every match,” said Booth, who also 
coaches the Fitchburg State University 
women’s soccer team. “I believe in 
them as a team and as players, so I 
don’t get nervous about things very 
often.” 

The Scorpions are coached by 
Evan Burokas, who was a member of 
the Western Mass. Pioneers from 2012- 
2019. He also played for the Western 
Mass Professional team in 2015. 

“None of my players had ever 
played a soccer match at this stadium 
before tonight,” Burokas said. “I told 
them what this stadium represents to 
the community and what it means to 
play here. It was very special for me 
to have my team here for the first time. 
We did take an early 2-0 lead, but we 
knew it was going to be a tough game. 
They just kept pressing us.” 

There are a couple of other con- 
nections between the Scorpions and the 
Mutiny. 

Booth has coached several of the 
Scorpions ENCL regional teams for 
more than ten years. 

Lauren Berman, who’s current- 
ly a Mutiny midfielder, played for the 
Scorpions youth teams from U-8 to 
U-18. Just like Gouvin, Berman played 
college soccer at Boston College. She 
also played for a professional soccer 
club in Hungary for two seasons and is 





currently the soccer operations coordi- 
nator for the women’s soccer team at 
Harvard University. 

The Scorpions took a 1-0 lead 
when forward Kristi Vierra lofted a 
shot from the left side of the box into 
the upper right corner over the head of 
Mutiny goalkeeper Caitlin Murphy. 

Then forward Meg Hughes scored 
a breakaway goal giving the Scorpions 
a 2-0 advantage seven minutes into the 
season opener. 

Another Monson resident listed 
on this year’s Mutiny roster is mid- 
fielder Lily Fabian, who’s a first-year 
member of the team. Fabian, who 
plays college soccer at UMass-Lowell, 
took the Mutiny’s first shot on goal 
that was saved by Scorpion’s goalie 
Kayla Thompson, who was replaced at 
the start of the second half by Skylar 
Kuzmich. 

The Mutiny also changed goalies 
during the second half. 

Ela Kopec, who was starting goal- 
ie for the Ludlow girls’ varsity soccer 
team last fall, replaced Murphy. 

During the 76th minute, 
Santaniello, who’ll be a member of the 
U.R.I. women’s soccer team in the fall, 
received a pass from Gouvin and put a 
shot into the net. 

“T saw that Laura had the ball, but 
I didn’t really know if she was going to 
make a pass or take a shot,’ Santaniello 
said. “She made the pass to me and I 
just poked it into the net with my toe. It 
felt great after scoring that goal.” 

After stealing a pass from a 
defender, Couzis scored the tying goal 
a minute later. 

Kopec, who’ll be a freshman mem- 
ber of the Villanova women’s soccer 
team in the fall, made an outstanding 
diving save, which kept the score tied. 

“Caitlyn played well, and our plan 
was to change goalies in the second 
half,’ Booth said. “Ela also played very 
well. She has good hands and has the 
potential to be an outstanding goal- 
keeper.” 

The other local players listed 
on the Mutiny gameday roster were 
Trystin Burger (Granby), Jocelyn 
Trajkovski (Ludlow), and Lydia 
Kinsman (Southwick). 

The Mutiny will be looking to cel- 
ebrate their first victory of the season 
when they host the Connecticut Rush at 
7p.m. on Saturday night. 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD21P0803GD 
In the matter of: 
Quancey Benton 
Of: Holyoke, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED PERSON 
PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per- 
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Department Of Mental 
Health of Northampton, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
alleging that Quancey Benton 
is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Grace Perez 
of Indian Orchard, MA (or 
some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond. 

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat- 
ed, that the appointment of a 
Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is 
on file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain 
specific authority. 

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. on the 
return date of 06/07/2021. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur- 
ther notice to you in addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file 
a written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date. 

IMPORT ANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: May 06, 2021 

Rosemary A Saccomani 

Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 


Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0083CA 
In the matter of: 
Johanna Rodriguez 
Centeno 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Johanna Rodriguez 
Centeno of Holyoke MA 
requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Joviel Vicente Rodriguez 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 

for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 06/07/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: May 05, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD17P1597EA 
Estate of: 

Betty Lucille Dion 
Also known as: 
Betty H Dion 
Date of Death: 11/23/2016 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for S/A - Late 
and Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Linda A. 
Holbrook of Manchester, NH 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Linda A. Holbrook of 
Manchester, NH_ be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administra- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/07/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: May 10, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0086CA 
In the matter of: 

Kayla Rebecka Garafolo 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Kayla Rebecka Garafolo 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Kayla Rebecka Guilbault 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 

for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 06/04/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: May 07, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0087CA 
Docket No. HD21C0088CA 
In the matters of: 
Sarah Kathryn Peacock and 
Danielle Marie Ryan 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Sarah Kathryn Peacock 
and Danielle Marie Ryan 
both of Holyoke, MA request- 
ing that the court enter a 
Decree changing their names 
to: 
Sarah Kathryn O’Shea and 
Dani Marie O’Shea 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting to 
the petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 


isp |olo 
t{R|olole 


06/14/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: May 10, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 

The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
and the Planning Board 
will hold a joint public hear- 
ing on Tuesday, June 8, 
2021 at 6:30 p.m. to hear a 
zone change proposal to 
have the City of Holyoke 
remove from its Code of 
Ordinances, Appendix A, 
Zoning Ordinance, Section 8.3 
“Shopping Center Districts” 
and any other references to 
said zone and replace with 
Retail Center (RC). 

Meeting will take place 
remotely and can be 
accessed via www.zoom.us 
Meeting ID: 883 4833 1186 
Meeting Passcode: 250991 
or by call in at 1 (646)558- 
8656 with the same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. 

Written public comment can 
be submitted to publiccom- 
ment@holyoke.org. 

For information on these 
applications please con- 
tact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
anderson-burgosj@holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5525. 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 
05//21, 05/28/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 

The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
and the Planning Board will 
hold a joint public hearing 
on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 
at 6:30p.m. to hear a zone 
change proposal to create a 
Retail Center (RC) zone tak- 
ing into account both present 
tenancies and desired future 
development of such proper- 
ties, with appropriate criteria to 
ensure proper cohesive uses 
and promote continued mixed 
commercial / retail in Holyoke. 

Meeting will take place 
remotely and can be 
accessed via www.zoom.us 
Meeting ID: 883 4833 1186 
Meeting Passcode: 250991 
or by call in at 1 (646)558- 
8656 with the same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. 

Written public comment can 
be submitted to publiccom- 
ment@holyoke.org. 

For information on these 
applications please con- 
tact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
anderson-burgosj@holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5020. 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 
05//21, 05/28/2021 


Notice of Public Hearing 

The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
and the Planning Board will 
hold a joint public hearing on 
Tuesday June 8, 2021 at 6:30 


le | MBM [oT 
elt Birlalclo 


pwle loli la aia BoE 


Public Notices é 


p.m. to hear a zone change 
proposals to rezone the fol- 
lowing parcels to Retail Center 
(RC) in an effort to create a 
cohesive regional destination 
district of mixed commercial / 
retail which all property own- 
ers will share the same reg- 
ulations: Lower Westfield Rd 
(117-00-005), 229-241 Whiting 
Farms Rd (174-00-013), 227 
Whiting Farms Rd (174-00- 
013A), Lower Westfield Rd 
(174-00-013B), 95 Lower 
Westfield Rd (174-00-016), 
250 Whiting Farms Rd (174- 
00-017), 225 Whiting Farms 
Rd (174-00-018), 7 Holyoke 
St (174-00-020), 98 Lower 
Westfield Rd (174-000-021), 
94 Lower Westfield Rd (174- 
00-022), 86 Lower Westfield 
Rd (174-00-024), Whitney Ave 
(176-00-010B), 50 Holyoke St 
(176-00-010C), 400 Whitney 
Ave (176-00-013), Whitney 
Ave (176-000-014), 489 
Whitney Ave (176-00-014.1), 
494 Whitney Ave (176-00- 
027), 496 Whitney Ave (176- 
00-028), Whitney Ave (176-00- 
029). 

Meeting will take place 
remotely and can be 
accessed via www.zoom.us 
Meeting ID: 883 4833 1186 
Meeting Passcode: 250991 
or by call in at 1 (646)558- 
8656 with the same Meeting ID 
and Passcode. 

Written public comment can 
be submitted to publiccom- 
ment@holyoke.org. 

For information on these 
applications please con- 
tact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
anderson-burgosj @ holyoke. 
org or by phone at (413) 322- 
5525. 

Ordinance Chair 
Rebecca Lisi 
05//21, 05/28/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD95P1790 
In the interests of: 
George Walker, Jr. 
Formerly of Holyoke, MA, 
now of Leeds, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Incapacitated Person/ 
Protected Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION TO EXPAND 
THE POWERS OF A 
GUARDIAN 
To the named Responda- 
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Tammy Walker of 
Leeds, MA in the above cap- 
tioned matter requesting that 
the court: 
Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent. 
The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that 
the powers of the Guardian 
should be expanded, modified, 
or limited since the time of the 
appointment. The original peti- 
tion is on file with the court. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance at this court on 
or before 10:00 a.m. on the 


return date of 06/01/2021. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the writ- 
ten appearance if you object 
to the petition. If you fail to file 
the written appearance by the 
return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur- 
ther notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe- 
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above- 
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law- 
yer, one may be appointed at 
State expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: April 26, 2021 
Rosemary A. Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate 
and Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD11P0761EA 
Estate of: 

HENRY J WIELGOSZ, SR. 
Date of Death: 12/14/2010 
CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT 

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement has 
been filed by David Wielgosz 
of Holyoke MA requesting 
that the court enter a for- 
mal Decree of Complete 
Settlement including the 
allowance of a final account, 
a determination of testacy and 
heirs at law and other such 
relief as may be requested in 
the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
06/11/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court 
Date: May 10, 2021 

Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
05/21/2021 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 





The Holyoke Sun ¢ MAY 21,2021 ¢ 9 





12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


ESTATE SALE 


3 Hickory Lane, Hampden. 05/23 10- 
3. Household, Decorative, Furniture 
and Yard Items. No antiques. No early 
birds. Rain Date 05/23 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $170.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 


Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 






_ 


DEADLINES 





<p In observance of Memorial Day, 
the Classifieds have an 
EARLY AD DEADLINE. 


place your ad no later than NOON 


To advertise, 


2X 


Friday, May 28 aia 


ok 


Thank you! 











\ TURLEY PUBLICATIO? 
www.turley.com 


—_ wr 








_> 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


EVERYTHING MUST GO! Lifetime 
Collection of Dolls & Accessories. 

May 20th-21st 10-4om. May 22nd 10- 
2pm. 537 Northampton St., Holyoke, 
Rain/Shine 


HUGE TAG SALE Union Church 51 
Center St., Ludlow May 22 8am-3pm. 
Rain or Shine. Inside tow large halls 
filled with household, clothing, books, 
toys, puzzles. 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


i250 Pe) 
Each yy 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
our publications. Go to 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone 
States Zp: 
CX Operweekrate=$o 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
ee ____Exp. Date CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 





Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


Ao BRAINTRE! 


E 
WEST NORTH 


BRO OKFIELD 









EAST 


BROOKFIELD 


STURBRIDGE 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 
First ZONE base price ae 
Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 
Adda third ZONE $5.00 (wat 
Subtotal = 
xNumberofWeeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2Q***xee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 
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DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING 
We use brushes and state of the art 
equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, 
walkways. Senior Discounts. For free 
estimates call Bill (413)519-9800. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 


shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 


nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


Parents, 


J.S. RAGONA LANDSCAPING 
Services: mowing- mulching- planting 
small shrub & tree trimming/ removal 
brush hauling- Spring/ Fall clean-ups. 
(413)786-6184 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair and seeding, mulch, stone, 
hedge trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till gar- 
dens, flower beds wherever. Be safe 
grow your own. Operator fully vaccinat- 
ed. Call Bob 413-626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER does 
sheds, garages and ranches, not fast, 


but does good work (413)786-7924. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garages 
cleaned. Light moving. POOLS RE- 
MOVED. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grina- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CAR 





FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy.U Be] asa) 
De a eh 





LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 2010 TOYOTA TA- 
COMA TRD SPORT. 4 Door, 6 
Foot Bed, 109300 Miles, Excellent 
Condition. Call (413)283-4266 or 
(413)531-0554 














RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


Grandparents & Friends .;. 
SPECIAL! 


We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your graduate in your 
community graduation issue. Submit a photo and a brief message. 


2x3 Black & White Graduation Ad 
RevrlarPrice $65.00 
SPECIAL $45.00 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 26th 


EMAIL YOUR AD TO: 
wdelcamp@turley.com 


MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO: 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS ¢ 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 ¢ 413.283.8393 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


OAK RIDGE GOLF CLUB is look- 
ing for experienced bartenders for 
Weddings and Banquets. Email shel- 
ley@shelleykarner@gmail.com 


RATHBONE PRECISION MET- 
ALS, INC., a local manufacturer of 
cold drawn and rolled metal shapes is 
accepting applications for various po- 
sitions, 1st & 2nd shifts. Engineer-Ma- 
chine Operator-Fork Lift Driver- CAD/ 
CAM/ EDM-General Mill-Maintenance. 
Candidates should demonstrate a 
good work ethic, be dependable, have 
good judgment, and be a team player. 
Candidates must have basic reading, 
writing, and math skills, excellent com- 
munication skills and be able to pay 
close attention to detail. Based on ex- 
perience we offer competitive compen- 
sation and a comprehensive benefits 
package. Visit www.rathboneprofiles. 
com for employment applications and 

submit online, via email to linda. 
dias@rathboneprofiles.com or 
mail to 1241 Park Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069. Rathbone is proud to be 
an equal opportunity workplace and is 
an affirmative action employer. 


HEALTH CARE 


LOOKING FOR A PCA FOR A 
PARALYZED MALE. Hours 7am- 
11am Saturday/Sunday & 11am-7pm 
Monday-Friday duties: transfer from 
bed to wheelchair, sometimes use 
hoyer lift, personal care, meal prep. 
Additional pay for morning shift. 4pm- 
6pm or 50m-7pm Saturday/Sunday du- 
ties: laundry and shopping. Call Mary 
(413)244-5520 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 


be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 









2 xX 3 Advertisement 


Congratulations 
Carrie Smith 
We are so 

very proud of 


you and your 
accomplishments. 


Good luck 


at Springfield 


College. oy 


Love Dad. Mom 





em 
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Six Flags New England 
re-opened last weekend 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The biggest taxpayer 
in Agawam is back in business. And busi- 
ness 1s going to pick up. 

Six Flags New England theme park 
has re-opened since their closing during 
last year’s pandemic, the park opened this 
past weekend and welcomed long waiting 
visitors. 

Communications Manager Jennifer 
McGrath mentioned that the park was 
scheduled to open in April of last year 
but was unable to as guidelines changed, 
now over a year later the park is ready 
to re-open and will be following state 
mandated safety protocols. There will be 
many changes and the park will look dif- 
ferent from the summer of 2019. There 1s 
a long list of safety protocols for staff and 
guests to follow while in the park, they’re 
all listed on the park’s website for people 
to view before attending. 

Protocols include having guests 
review a Health Policy before entering, 
requiring all guests from ages 3 and up 
to wear a mask covering their nose and 
mouth at all times, staying cashless within 
the park including parking, and keeping 
social distancing within the park. Guests 
will have to purchase their tickets online 
and make a reservation for when they plan 
to visit as a way for the park to control 
daily capacity limits, though visitors will 
have to enter the park at a set time their 
tickets are for the whole day. 

Upon entering guests will have a 
non-invasive temperature check, if some- 
one has a temperate of 100.4 degrees or 


Flags fly again 


higher they will be directed to the park’s 
medical technician to determine whether 
they can be safety admitted to the park. T 

he park cannot guarantee that visitors 
will not be exposed to the coronavirus 
during a visit, and asks that guest evaluate 
their own risk before visiting. If someone 
has tested positive or has symptoms, they 
should not attend the park. 

“It’s been incredible, the amount 
of support we’ve received from guests.” 
McGrath said. “We want people to know 
the fun and memories are still here, and 
we're being safe too.” Many people have 
taken advantage of reading posted sig- 
nage, watching social distancing mes- 
saging, using hand washing and sanitizer 
stations throughout the park, as well as 
the many cleaning protocols and items 
throughout the park. There are sanitiz- 
ers in ride queues and employees are 
washing and disinfecting common areas, 
restrooms, changing stations, and shops 
throughout the day. 

All the lines for food and rides have 
six-foot markers for groups and individu- 
als to stand, families and groups coming 
in together can stay in a group but they 
must distance from other groups and indi- 
viduals. 

“Guests have been supportive and 
are adhering to the guidelines well, it’s 
just like other areas they’ve been too,” 
McGrath said. “But we have staff 
patrolling the park so social distancing 
and mask wearing are being adhered to, if 
a guest 1s continually not complying they 
will be escorted from the park.” 

Masks need to be worn at all times 
by everyone three or older, no exceptions 
as the park is following state guidelines 
given to them in order to open. 

Along with reserving a space online, 
visitors are encouraged to pay for parking 


Six Flags is being sanitized regularly as it re-opens to customers. 


online to limit cash transactions as they’re 
going cashless this summer. The park asks 
that people come prepared with their debit 
or credit cards, and if guests do bring cash 
they will be able to visit a cash to card 
machine at the front of the park. They 
can put in their cash and it'll be put onto 
a prepaid card to be used anywhere in the 
park, and they can use the card outside the 
park like a pre-paid gift card. The park 
has made many changes, including the 
rides. 

A new ride has been introduced to the 
park, though it’s not currently open it’ll 
be introduced this summer. The Supergirl 
Sky Flyer will be a part of the DC 
Universe portion of the park and will be 
close to its cousin Superman. This area of 
the park along with the rest of the areas, 
have been painted, landscaped, cleaned, 
and maintained during the 13-month clo- 
sure of the park. McGrath said the main- 
tain team has put in a lot of work to get 
the park ready for visitors, and the areas 
will continue to be maintained in high 
regards as the park will be cleaned rou- 
tinely. 

The return of the park means a lot 





Submitted photo 


for the town of Agawam as it brings in 
business for local food shops, gas stations, 
hotels, and other business along Main 
Street and McGrath said the park looks 
forward to bringing this business back. 
She mentioned that the opening has called 
for hiring newcomers and re-hires alike, 
especially with their Water Park opening 
soon. “We do have positions open right 
now and we encourage people to apply, 
we see Agawam High School Students as 
well as college students and we provide 
training and certifications, this is an asset 
on a resume,’ McGrath said. “I actually 
worked in the water park before and it 
was the most fun, it’s in the top positions 
I’ve held.” 

She encourages people to visit the Sic 
Flags website and Facebook Page as they 
are the most active on those platforms. 

For more information on attending 
the park, applying for a job, safety proto- 
cols, Health Policy, or if someone has any 
questions they can visit the park’s website 
at https://www.sixflags.com 

The protocols are also subject to 
change following Gov. Baker’s announce- 
ment Monday morning. 


TITANS TOGETHER, 


Our community supports and celebrates one anothef, 
whether from across the room or across the globe. 











Learn more about the student experience, schedule a campus tour and apply for Fall 2021. 


Grades 6-12, PG » 


12 © MAY 21,2021 ¢ The Holyoke Sun 


a.us/admission « 413. 596.6811 





